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Twenty-five years ago, a small group 
of Florida state troopers had the vision 
to create an association that would unite 
state troopers across the country and 
assist them by providing valuable benefits 
and services.

Thus was born the American Association 
of State Troopers.

Thousands of state troopers have been 
first-hand recipients of AAST benefits: 
scholarships for their children, insurance, 
donations from AAST’s Brotherhood Assis-
tance Fund, and donations sent from their 
fellow state troopers around the country.

AAST’s most highly touted benefit 
since its inception in 1989 has been its 
scholarship program, provided by the 
AAST Foundation. Over $2.4 million in 
scholarships has been awarded to 3,301 
students. 

“The scholarship award is especially 
helpful considering the huge education 
costs that lie ahead for us,” said SFC Julie 
Wilcox, Oregon State Police, retired, after 
her daughter, Alix Melton, received her 
third AAST scholarship. “Alix is hoping 
to get accepted into medical school and 
aspires to become a pediatric cardiothoracic 
surgeon. It is a lofty goal, and the AAST 
scholarship has helped to defray some of 
the expenses.”

AAST regularly receives notes like this 
from recipients and their proud parents, 
sharing their appreciation for the scholarship 
program.

With the advancement of technology, 
so have the services of AAST progressed. 

Today AAST can do more than merely mail 
letters to its members to notify them of needs 
in the trooper family.

When AAST learns that a trooper has an 
extreme need – a job-related injury, a long-
term illness, loss from a natural disaster, 
an ill child – AAST has the capability of 
e-mailing its members with the quick click 
of a button and calling them to action. Tens 
of thousands of dollars have been sent in 
from concerned troopers to help their fel-
low troopers in need. The thin blue line 
knows no state boundaries.

In November 2010, 2-year-old Wyatt Bai-
ley, son of Tpr. Jason 
Bailey of the Idaho State 
Police was diagnosed 
with lymphoid nodular 
hyperplasia, a serious 
digestive disorder. Not 
only did AAST send a 
Brotherhood Assistance 

donation, but troopers around the country 
sent a staggering $12,647 to help little Wyatt.

“When my son was extremely ill, I was 
amazed at the financial support my fam-
ily received from state troopers across 
the country, thanks to AAST letting them 
know about our situation” Bailey said. 
“I am happy to report that my son is a 

Celebrating 25 years of trooper camaraderie
AAST serves, connects troopers for quarter century

Tpr. Jason Bailey’s son, Wyatt, is now healthy after a long 
medical battle. AAST activated Bailey’s brother and sister 
troopers around the country to help during the family’s trial.Continued on page 5

Three-time 
scholarship 
recipient Alix 
Melton shares 
a moment 
with her
mom, Oregon 
trooper Julie 
Wilcox. 

It is humbling, to say the least, to be 
a recipient of such an outpouring 
of support and brotherhood.

Tpr. John Ollquist, after Hurricane Sandy struck his home
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Dear State Troopers,
As the American Associa-

tion of State Troopers cel-
ebrates 25 years of service to 
troopers, it is the perfect time 
to reinvigorate our member-
ship campaigns and fundrais-
ing drives. Working in concert 
with the boards of directors of 
the Association and Founda-

tion, the staff is ramping up efforts in 
2014. How?

Expanding our communications with 
you and those who choose to donate to the 
Association and Foundation is a critical 
link in our continuing efforts to remain 
or become a vital part of your lives. 
Our new website, www.statetroopers.
org, recently went live. It’s the same web 
address with a facelift!

From our home page, you can see our 
activities on Facebook and post your 
comments. You can also share any of 
the material you like on the site via 
Facebook.

Another new offering beginning in 
2014 is a monthly e-news postcard. 
These brief e-mails will give you tid-
bits of things to come in the Trooper 
Connection and important news AAST 
wants to share.

E-news will keep you abreast of our 

highly successful scholarship recipi-
ents. You can see a few of our “Grads 
Made Good” on the website now. We 
encourage you to share the stories of 
your own successful AAST scholarship 
recipients; visit www.statetroopers.org 
to share your story with us on a quick 
and simple online form. Or you can 
mail your grad’s story to Grad Made 
Good, AAST, 1949 Raymond Diehl 
Rd., Tallahassee, FL 32308.

See page 18 for a success story of two 
AAST scholarship recipients.

AAST and the Foundation are chal-
lenged to make troopers and non-troop-
ers see the value in our organizations. 
Donors want to know what you, our 
member troopers, need before making 
their gifts. Potential donors unfamil-
iar with what troopers do also need a 
complete picture of your work and the 
charitable efforts you conduct in your 
states and through AAST’s Brother-
hood Assistance program. The new 
website and direct mail pieces will 
show how funds have been used to 
support members thus far and how 
their gifts will make an impact. We are 
tremendously grateful to the generous 
donors who make AAST programs and 
benefits possible.

Potential trooper members want to 

see not only benefits they can use, but 
an organization they can be proud to 
call their own. The new website has 
a multitude of examples demonstrat-
ing why AAST membership will be 
an asset to them – and also how they 
can be an asset to fellow troopers, par-
ticularly when AAST makes its trooper 
members aware of needs in the trooper 
family nationwide.  Be sure to tell the 
new troopers in your state, as well as 
troopers who might not be familiar with 
AAST, the reasons you are a member 
and why AAST membership is impor-
tant for them as well.

Keep your eyes and ears open for 
more ways AAST and the Foundation 
are looking to step-up membership and 
fundraising efforts. The new website and 
e-news are just two of the activities to 
kick off our 25th anniversary – there’s 
more to come!

Sincerely,

Angela Fortunas
Director of Development
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We want to hear from you! Trooper Connec-
tion® welcomes your comments, articles, and 
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(800) 477-9860
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 Visit AAST online: www.statetroopers.org
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See interesting trooper news and photos from around the country, 
and also track news within AAST.

Visit us online!     www.statetroopers.org
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When the American Association of State 
Troopers, Inc., was offered a remarkable 
deal from Neutron Media and CBS to place 
its message in the heart of New York City, 
AAST knew exactly which photo would 
convey a message of safety to the millions 
of passersby who would see the ad from 
December 2013 through March 2014: a 
photo of a trooper in uniform gazing at his 
newborn daughter.

State troopers personify safety and pro-
tection. And that is just the message that 
the photo of Colorado state trooper Ramiro 
Contreras and his newborn baby conveys.

“We are honored to be a part of such an 
impressive display and to work with our 
friends at the American Association of 
State Troopers,” said Col. Scott Hernandez, 
chief of the Colorado State Patrol. “The 
jumbotron ad embodies the true spirit of 
law enforcement professionals nationwide 
who unselfishly protect their communities 
every day.”

This unprecedented in-kind donation of 
advertising space, in the advertising epicen-
ter of the world, was an outstanding oppor-
tunity for AAST to spread its message in 
support of America’s state troopers.

The jumbotron is located in a prime spot 
in Manhattan’s Times Square on 42nd Street 
at 7th Avenue. The massive full-motion, 
full-color LED screen measures 26 feet by 
20 feet and will be seen by millions of com-
muters and visitors.

“Our goal is to let everyone know that 
state troopers are here to serve them,” AAST 
President Keith Barbier said. “As the adver-
tisement says: State troopers protect you, 
and they protect your future.”

For more information about the ways 
AAST assists state troopers, visit www.
statetroopers.org.

AAST receives unprecedented in-kind donation
Colorado trooper featured on NYC jumbotron

Follow AAST on Facebook!
Get important news feeds and interesting links on our Facebook page, 

and stay connected with troopers around the country. 
Become a fan today!

www.facebook.com/statetroopers

Oregon AAST members, you can now track news in your state via the new AAST Oregon 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/OregonAAST
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We’ve all heard it: No traffic stop is rou-
tine. Unfortunately, the stop itself is not the 
only risk; passing motorists are often the 
prime danger.

Tpr. Adeline Roybal with the Colorado 
State Patrol was seriously injured on Dec. 
19 when a van hit her 2009 Ford Crown 
Vic patrol car while she was investigating 
a crash. The van drove onto the shoulder, 
hitting Roybal’s car, forcing her into an 
unoccupied patrol car parked in front of her. 
Both patrol vehicles had emergency lights 
activated at the time of the crash.

Roybal, who was wearing a seatbelt at 
the time of the crash, was treated for seri-
ous injuries at a local hospital and released. 
On-scene investigators believe driving too 
fast for conditions was a factor, with ice on 
the roadway.

Other officers have suffered severe injuries.
A Maryland trooper 

who was struck on Oct. 
6 was critically injured 
with head injuries, a 
broken arm, cuts, and 
contusions. About 1 
a.m., Tpr. Jackie Kline 
stopped to back up a 
trooper who was admin-
istering a field sobriety 

test in Anne Arundel County. As Kline 
walked on the highway shoulder toward the 
patrol car in front of her, a passing vehicle 
struck her, propelling her into the back of 
the state police K-9 car where she struck the 
back windshield and metal K-9 cage inside 
the car. She then landed in a ditch near the 
highway shoulder. The K-9 trooper admin-
istered emergency care to Kline before she 
was flown to a local hospital.

Drugs and alcohol were not contributing 
factors, and apparently the motorist was 
traveling home after work.

Just three weeks later, another Maryland 
trooper, TFC Christopher Hall, was injured 
when a motorist violated the Move Over 
Law and struck his marked patrol car.

According to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial Fund, 111 federal, 
state, local, tribal, and territorial officers 
were killed in the line of duty in 2013. 
This was the fewest number of fatalities 
for the law enforcement profession since 
1959, when 110 officers died. This year’s 

total was eight percent fewer 
than 2012 when 121 officers 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 
The number one cause of 
officer fatalities in 2013 
was traffic-related incidents, 
which claimed 46 lives.

Tpr. David Cunniff of the 
New York State Police was one of those lives.

On Dec. 17, Cunniff succumbed to inju-
ries received at a traffic stop the previous 
day when a tractor-trailer left the roadway 
and struck the patrol car where Cunniff was 
sitting. See page 15 for details.

“The only good news is zero deaths, but 
this very significant drop in law enforcement 
fatalities the past two years is extremely 
encouraging,” declared NLEOMF Chairman 
and CEO Craig W. Floyd. “Our organiza-

Crashes with patrol cars prompt 
safe driving messages, 
Move Over Law enforcement
Officer deaths lowest in 54 years

Maryland and New Jersey troopers 
were among hundreds at the Maryland 
State Police Academy for the 5K for 
JK run to help raise funds for ancil-
lary expenses related to the recovery of 
Tpr. Jackie Kline of the MSP, who was 
critically injured on Oct. 6, when she was 

struck by a car.
At press time, the report on Kline’s Face-

book page indicated that she was healing 
well and had surpassed doctors’ expecta-
tions during rehabilitation by recovering 
more quickly and working harder than 
they could have anticipated.

5K for JK

The Iowa State Patrol uses this photo of a crashed cruiser to remind motorists to 
slow down when driving in winter conditions. On Dec. 8, while trying to protect 
personnel investigating an 11-vehicle crash on I-80, the Iowa trooper in this 
cruiser was struck. The trooper and the driver that struck him were taken to a 
hospital where they were treated for minor injuries and released.

tion, in partnership with others, is working 
hard to create a new culture of safety in law 
enforcement that no longer accepts deaths and 
injuries as an unavoidable part of the job. This 
year’s officer fatality report is strong evidence 
that this intensified effort to promote law 
enforcement safety is making a difference.”

Indiana state trooper Brandon Henderson 
escaped injury just before 5 a.m. on Dec. 
19 when his cruiser was hit while he was 

Kline

Continued on page 5
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Michael Slagle
Tennessee Highway Patrol

EOW Jan. 25, 2013

Junius A. Walker
Virginia State Police
EOW March 7, 2013

James Sauter
Illinois State Police

EOW March 28, 2013

Tage B. Toll
Alaska State Troopers
EOW March 30, 2013

Timothy A. Huffman
Arizona DPS

EOW May 6, 2013

Sean M. O’Connell
Washington State Patrol

EOW May 31, 2013

Indiana state trooper Brandon Henderson escaped injury in December when his Dodge Charger 
was hit and totaled while he was standing outside his car covering an earlier crash.

standing outside his car covering an earlier crash. The driver 
of an approaching car saw the crash ahead, and hit a slick 
spot as he changed lanes. The car spun out of control and 
hit Henderson’s Charger in the rear, pushing it into the other 
vehicle. The trooper and driver were not injured. The 2012 
Dodge Charger police car was totaled.

Some state troopers have been fortunate to escape with 
minor injuries. Others have paid the ultimate price. The agen-
cies have used these situations as opportunities to remind 
motorists of the Move Over Law, as well as the importance of 
driving safely in inclement weather.

A Colorado trooper received serious injuries when her cruiser was hit as she 
investigated another crash.

The South Carolina Department of Public Safety uses this photo featuring first responders to 
promote the Move Over Law, reminding motorists, “Help protect those who protect you.”

We pay tribute to the 11 state troopers who were among the 111 who paid the supreme price in 2013:

Winston I. Martindale
New York State Police

EOW July 24, 2013

William P. Keane
New York State Police
EOW Aug. 23, 2013

Paul Butterfield
Michigan State Police
EOW Sept. 9, 2013

Ross Riley
New York State Police
EOW Nov. 20, 2013

David Cunniff
New York State Police
EOW Dec. 17, 2013

MOVE OVER LAW
Continued from page 4

well and happy 5-year-old now. We were 
overwhelmed by the support of our trooper 
brothers and sisters.”

In 2012 a retired New York trooper’s 
home sustained major damage when Hur-
ricane Sandy ripped through the Northeast. 
AAST members responded with over $2,000 
of financial assistance.

“I was astounded when troopers who do 

not even know me and my family sent 
money to help in our time of need,” Tpr. 
John Ollquist said. “It is humbling, to say the 
least, to be a recipient of such an outpouring 
of support and brotherhood.”

Rewind 20 years before Hurricane 
Sandy, to Hurricane Andrew. AAST’s ser-
vices following natural disasters stretch 
back to 1992, when more than 60 troop-

ers and other law enforcement officers in 
South Florida lost their homes in the storm, 
and AAST sent supplies to help the troop-
ers in their time of need.

Through the years, AAST has provided 
real support to state troopers, and the tradi-
tion continues.

For more information about AAST and its 
services, visit www.statetroopers.org.

25 YEARS
Continued from front page
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When a Pennsylvania trooper spent weeks 
in a rehabilitation center in Atlanta, his 
brother troopers from the Georgia State 
Patrol reported immediately to his bedside.

Tpr. Brad Wilson, a 24-year veteran of 
the Pennsylvania State Police, was critically 
injured after being shot twice in the neck while 
attempting to serve a warrant at a residence in 
Jefferson County on Sept. 26. Kenneth Lees 
Sr., 60, is believed to have shot Wilson through 
a window before killing himself. The investiga-
tion was ongoing at press time.

Wilson was transported in December to the 
Shepherd Center in Atlanta for rehabilitation. 
Rehab is expected to be long-term because of 
spinal cord damage. At press time, Brad had 
regained some feeling in his right arm, but 
is otherwise paralyzed from the chest down.

AAST e-mailed its members in January, 
notifying them of this situation. AAST is 
collecting funds to help cover ancillary costs 
associated with Wilson’s recovery, in addition 
to the Brotherhood Assistance donation sent 
by AAST. If you can help in any way – no 

matter how small or how large – please send a 
check payable to Bradley Wilson, and we will 
make sure he receives all money collected.
 
Trooper Brad Wilson Fund
c/o AAST
1949 Raymond Diehl Rd.
Tallahassee, FL 32308

The Wilson family has expressed its deep 
appreciation for his law enforcement family ral-
lying around him during this time of need.

L News from georgia

 News from pennsylvania

Georgia troopers reach out to Pennsylvania trooper

Lt. Col. George Bivens of the Pennsylvania State Police, left, traveled to Atlanta to visit Brad Wilson, along with Jeff 
Wilson, right, Brad’s brother and fellow Pennsylvania state trooper.

Georgia troopers visited Wilson at the rehab center 
regularly and helped the family with various needs. Pic-
tured is Capt. Soffie Thigpen during a visit with Wilson.

JOIN US TODAY!
$35 per year 

One level of membership. All troopers.
AAST invites all active and retired troopers to join AAST and receive valuable benefits and services.

Membership application on p. 19.

AAST is a not-for-profit organization and is not a union. It is a fraternal-type organization providing camaraderie and needed supplemental benefits to help improve troopers’ lives.  

For more information call 1-800-765-5456 (ext. 201) or visit www.statetroopers.org
Benefits are reviewed periodically by the National Board of Directors and are subject to change without notice.

Protect. Provide. Connect.

The following benefits package is available to all troopers – 
active, retired, and those who served at least 10 years as a state trooper.

Trooper Educational Assistance Subscription, Trooper Connection
Brotherhood Assistance Access Discount Loyalty Network
AAST I.D. Card Membership, Professional Law Enforcement Assn.



AAST Trooper Connection    Winter 2014 ___________________________________________________________________________  7

Cousin troopers reconnect
The funeral of a New York trooper recently 

allowed an opportunity for New York natives 
– who now live in Alaska and Virginia – to see 
each other for the first time in almost 20 years. 

David Bump of the Alaska State Troopers and 
Jesse Adams of the Virginia State Police are first 
cousins who both grew up in Allegany County, 
N.Y., but had not seen each other since they 
were teenagers – until November when they both 
attended the funeral of Tpr. Ross Riley of the 
New York State Police, each representing his own 
department.

Adams’ mother and Bump’s father are siblings. 
After Bump graduated high school in 1998, 

he headed to Alaska for college and ended up 
staying. Adams graduated from a different high 
school a year later and joined the Marine Corps, 
ending up in Virginia and joining the state police.

The 4,300 miles that separated them made stay-
ing in touch tricky, added to the fact that neither 
goes to their native New York often.

Because the cousins were originally from 
the area of New York where Riley was buried, 
they were each asked to represent their agency 
at the funeral. Although the seriousness of the 
trip didn’t lend itself to much catching up, the 
cousins realize that they are family in more 
ways than one.

Trooper cousins Jesse Adams, left, and 
David Bump were reunited at the funeral 
of a brother trooper in November. 

C News from alaska

 News from Virginia v

Sworn to serve
Congratulations to new troopers 
across the country.We wish you 

men and women the best 
as you embark on an incredible 

and fulfilling career.

A new member of the 
California Highway Patrol 
receives his badge from his 
handler. The five new CHP 
canine teams who graduated 
Nov. 22 marked the second 
canine graduation of 2013 
and consisted of five German 
Shepherds trained in explo-
sive detection. The canines, 
along with their five CHP officer handlers, completed eight weeks of 
intensive training at the CHP Academy in West Sacramento.

The Illinois State Police welcomed 53 new troopers following their 
Nov. 22 graduation, marking the third cadet class of 2013. This was 
the first ISP Cadet Class under the new legislation that allows veterans 
who have been awarded an Afghan or Iraqi campaign medal by the 
U.S. military to apply without having earned a college degree. Sixteen 
of the new troopers are veterans, and of these, eight were hired under 
the new legislation.

The Michigan State Police 
welcomed 65 new troopers 
following the Oct. 4 gradu-
ation of the 125th Trooper 
Recruit School. Of the grad-
uates, 64 have continued 
their education with college 
studies, 14 have served in 
the United States military, 
and 12 have prior law 
enforcement experience. 
Two more recruit schools are 
expected to begin in 2014.

The Kentucky State 
Police Academy pre-
sented diplomas to 
62 new troopers at 
ceremonies Nov. 19 
in Frankfort. Their 
addition to the force 
brings the agency’s 
strength to a total of 
880 troopers serving 
the citizens of the 
commonwealth.

Twenty-three Oregon State Police recruit troopers marked the completion of nearly 26 weeks 
of training Oct. 12 during post-academy graduation. Five of the troopers previously worked for 
another law enforcement agency before joining OSP.
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Never 10-42
Texas trooper Chad Wilson, 35, was recently 

diagnosed with cancer for the second time.
Wilson was diagnosed with cancer about five 

years ago. He underwent treatments, and his can-
cer went into remission. During a recent routine 
physical, Wilson was diagnosed with leukemia, 
apparently caused from the chemotherapy he 
received during his first cancer treatment.

Wilson underwent treatments throughout 2013 
and incurred extensive expenses traveling back and 
forth to the Houston hospital, working light duty 
assignments as he could. AAST was proud to make 
a donation from its Brotherhood Assistance Fund 
to help the Wilson family during this difficult time.

If you would like to help the Wilson family, 
please send your checks payable to Chad Wilson 
to Tpr. Chad Wilson – Texas, c/o AAST, 1949 
Raymond Diehl Road, Tallahassee, FL 32308. 
We will forward all checks directly to Chad.

Members of the Texas Department of Public Safety 
and the DPS Citizens Academy Alumni Association 
raised $2,835 for Mothers Against Drunk Driving in 
the organization’s October fundraising walk. AAST 
made a donation to Team “Never 10-42” a name that 
indicates troopers are never off duty.

s News from texas

AAST helps trooper battling cancer, again

Cpl. Rocky Thigpen, right, presents a Broth-
erhood Assistance check from AAST to Tpr. 
Chad Wilson, 35, who was recently diag-
nosed with leukemia.

Capt. LeRoy Torres worked full-time for 
the Texas Highway Patrol when his position 
as a U.S. Army reservist called him to serve in 
Balad, Iraq. During his tour, he was exposed 
to toxic chemicals from a burn pit and has suf-
fered from a variety of health issues since his 
return home.

Torres and his wife, Rosie, subsequently 
founded an organization called Burn Pits 360 
in the hope of helping other veterans who 

may be struggling through similar situations.
Burn pits can be found on military bases 

across both Iraq and Afghanistan, burn-
ing more than 227 metric tons of trash per 
day. Many toxic substances are burned in 
these open-air pits, including batteries, tires, 
human and medical waste, arsenic, and jet 
fuel. Camp Anaconda, where Torres was sta-
tioned, is home to one of the largest military 
burn pits in existence.

The symptoms of burn pit exposure can 
include skin lesions, rheumatoid arthritis, 
colon cancer, headaches, memory loss, and 
brain lesions. Victims of exposure to the 
toxic chemicals often have a difficult time 
being diagnosed and may not receive treat-
ment or compensation if toxic exposure from 
burn pits is not acknowledged as the cause of 
the condition.

LeRoy returned to the states in 2008. That’s 
when the medical issues began. The Torres fam-
ily exhausted its funds seeking medical answers.

“As I watch my husband deteriorate before 
my eyes, I wonder what happened to that 
captain that stood tall and strong, the father 
that ran two miles twice a week with his 
boys, the state police officer that served on 
the tactical squad, and the husband that could 
run circles around me,” said Rosie Torres, 
“but instead he is now a patient of doctors 
from every specialty – pulmonary, neurol-
ogy, gastroenterology, infectious disease.

“He lost both of his careers at the age of 39 
due to toxic inhalation. The effects this has had 
on him and on our family has been devastating.”

Burn Pits 360 was developed to promote 
awareness of illness due to overexposure to 
toxins from burn pits in war zones. More infor-
mation can be found at www.burnpits360.org.

AAST was proud to provide a Brotherhood 
Assistance gift in 2012 to help Torres with 
medical costs.

Trooper exposed to burn pits 
helps other victims

LeRoy Torres was a healthy state trooper when he left for military duty in Iraq. Since his return, his medical problems 
forced him to retire and to constantly seek answers.
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k News from ohio

This fall the Ohio State Highway Patrol partnered with the Ohio 
High School Athletic Association, the Ohio National Guard, and the 
Ohio DPS to introduce a new program, 5 Minutes for Life, designed 
to reduce, and ultimately eliminate, the demand for illegal drug use 
among high school students and other young adults.

The program centers on Ohio state troopers and Ohio National 
Guard members talking for five minutes with student-athletes from 
high school sports teams before or after a practice about responsible 
decision-making and leadership skills, encouraging those in their 
peer group to live a drug-free lifestyle.

Then role models are encouraged to volunteer to become a stu-
dent ambassador for the program and to spread the message within 
their school. The students are encouraged to use social media to 
promote these key concepts and to post related video messages to 
the patrol’s Facebook and Twitter sites.

During the fall sports season the program was delivered to over 
2,500 teens across the state. It’s only five minutes for the rest of 
their life.

Patrol rolls out drug reduction program

An Ohio trooper talks to student-athletes about the importance of being drug free.

Texas troopers shaved their heads to show support of 
little Kingstan Kain, grandson of Texas Highway Patrol 
sergeant James Kain stationed in Paris, Texas. Kingstan, 
3, was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia in 
June and is currently undergoing treatment at Children’s 
Medical Center in Dallas.

Kain and wife, Carolyn, have custody of little King-
stan and have been deeply touched by the troopers’ 
support through fundraisers, prayers, calls, and cards. 
A fund has been established to help offset the Kains’ 
costs, for those who wish to donate:

Kingstan Kain Benefit
First Federal Bank of Paris

630 Clarksville St.
Paris, TX 75460

Shaved heads support 3-year-old with cancer

Troopers sport their new do’s in a show of solidarity for little Kingstan.

s News from texas

AAST: A look back, a look ahead
Enormous needs can arise when we least expect it, and AAST is ready to help.

AAST often makes donations from its Brotherhood Assistance fund and also
activates your fellow troopers to help in times of crisis.

AAST has stepped forward many times:
Troopers’ ill children; death of family members; injured troopers; 

Hurricanes Andrew, Katrina & Sandy; house fires; cancer treatments of trooper or family members.

When real needs arise, AAST provides real help for troopers.

“I am honored to be part of a brotherhood that invests in state troopers and their families.”
-Tpr. Kolby Musick, Texas DPS

Happy 25th Anniversary, AAST!
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ShotS from  
Around the  Country

Tpr. Billy Herrera, who graduated from the Florida 
Highway Patrol Training Academy in September, put 
his skills into action in November to save the life of a 
child. At home during an evening off work, a neighbor 
came to his door carrying her 3-year-old grandson who 
was not breathing. Herrera began CPR and was able to 
resuscitate the child prior to the arrival of paramedics. 
The child was subsequently released from the hospital 
and is doing well.

Sgt. George Kidder, retired, New York State Police, right, 
attended his son Jeffrey’s promotion ceremony in Orlando 
in September. The younger Kidder was promoted to lieuten-
ant with the Florida Highway Patrol.

Trading badges 
for burgers

Indiana State Police Superintendent 
Doug Carter, left, pauses from serv-
ing burgers to pose with patrons. He 
was among troopers and other law 
enforcement officers who helped raise 
$13,962, at various locations of Red 
Robin Gourmet Burgers during the Tip-
A-Cop Day in October. Officers traded 
their badges and handcuffs for burgers 
and aprons to serve food and collect 
tips for Special Olympics Indiana.

Snow 
training

Recruit Class 54 of 
the South Dakota 
Highway Patrol 
stops for a picture 
after completing 
the rifle and shot-
gun qualifications 
on Dec. 6. Recruits 
reported to the Law 
Enforcement Train-
ing Center Nov. 17 to 
begin the 11-week 
academy.

Special Ops
Lifesaver

All in the family

Alabama
state 
troopers 
undergo 
Special 
Operations
 training.
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S/Tpr. Brad Harrison of the Geor-
gia State Patrol Aviation Division, 
beside a Bell OH-58, works at one 
of the department’s seven han-
gars at Bush Field in Augusta, Ga. 

The Motorcycle Unit is one of the specialty areas of the Idaho State Police.

A Minnesota trooper 
works in extreme 
winter conditions 
brought by December 
storms that trekked 
across the country.

Abraham Michael Baylous, age 4, dressed like 
his dad for Halloween, 1/Sgt. Michael Baylous 
of the West Virginia State Police.

Troopers in Wyoming 
are prepared for 

the winter months, 
which bring mas-

sive snowfall from 
November to May 

each year.

GSP Aviation

Idaho Motors

Winter 
danger

Like father, like son

Let it snow

Tpr. Kyle West, 
wearing his Indiana 
State Police ceremonial 
dress uniform, was 
grateful to attend the 
wedding of Kerri Crane 
Faulkner, whose life 
West saved following a 
near-fatal traffic crash 
seven years earlier. 
West was awarded the 
ISP Life Saving Award 
for his actions on Dec. 
7, 2006. Faulkner’s 
wedding was exactly 
seven years to the date 
after the crash.

Wedding bliss

Dean Wingard photo
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Z News from Mississippi

On April 1, 1938, Mississippi Senate 
Bill Number 161 was signed into law 
by then Mississippi Governor Hugh L. 
White, creating the Mississippi Highway 
Safety Patrol.

The initial act provided for 53 patrolmen 
and additional personnel. From 3,300 appli-
cants, 97 were selected as recruits to attend 
the first training school. Of the recruits, 53 
were chosen upon graduation as patrolmen, 
and the others were placed on reserve.

Patrolmen were issued uniforms, Sam 
Browne belts and holsters, and the newly 
designed Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum 

revolver. Thirty-five Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles and 20 automobiles were 
purchased by the state for use by the 
department.

During its first 75 years, the Mississippi 
Highway Safety Patrol has remained a pro-
fessional, thoroughly competent, and highly 
regarded state law enforcement agency with 
an authorized strength of 650 troopers.  It has 
never departed from the original concept of 
a service-oriented organization, dedicated to 
keeping the Mississippi highways as safe as 
possible and Mississippi citizens free of the 
fear of lawlessness.

The first MSHP class graduated in 1940, the same 
year this traffic stop was made on Highway 49.

Mississippi Highway Patrol celebrates 75 years

State troopers often go across state lines 
to promote multi-agency initiatives, all 
with the common goal of making our high-
ways safer.

During the busy Thanksgiving travel 
weekend, leaders of three state police agen-
cies along the West Coast issued a challenge 
to drivers: Arrive Alive on I-5.

The initiative combined the efforts of the 
California Highway Patrol, Oregon State 
Police, and Washington State Patrol as troop-
ers patrolled the entire length of I-5 during 

one of the busiest travel periods of the year.
Starting the evening before Thanksgiv-

ing, state law enforcement officers from San 
Diego, Calif., through Oregon, and up to 
Bellingham, Wash., used a mix of education 
outreach and enforcement to get voluntary 
compliance of traffic laws and encouraging 
drivers to observe four simple strategies: 
slow down, pack your patience, drive sober, 
and buckle up.

Zero fatalities were reported along the 
stretch of highway in Oregon and Washing-
ton, with the CHP reporting one fatality on 
I-5 during the four-day initiative.

The CHP also joined forces in another 
effort, when eight state police and highway 
patrol agencies from coast to coast joined 
forces to provide increased patrols along the 
I-40 corridor during the busiest travel days 
of the Thanksgiving period. The goal of 
zero fatalities was achieved this year along 
the stretch of interstate spanning more than 
2,500 miles from Wilmington, N.C., to Bar-
stow, Calif.

The two-day special enforcement included 
the California Highway Patrol, Arizona 
Department of Public Safety, New Mexico 
State Police, Texas Department of Public 
Safety, Oklahoma Highway Patrol, Arkansas 
State Police, North Carolina State Highway 

Patrol, and Tennessee Highway Patrol.
In another segment of 

the country, the Six State 
Trooper Project pro-
duced 572 DUI-related 
arrests on major inter-
states Dec. 6-8 in an 
ongoing effort to combat 
impaired driving.

The initiative was successful, in spite 
of a major winter storm that impacted the 
effort, and involved troopers in Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia.

“Successful multi-agency enforcement 
efforts illustrate the collective power of 
making our roadways safer for everyone,” 
said Lt. Col. Jack Miniard of the Ken-
tucky State Police. “We are able to share 
resources and information that assist this 
six-state region in developing targeted cam-
paigns in areas where impaired driving is 
most prevalent.”

In fact, all successful multi-agency initia-
tives have a common denominator of sharing 
resources and information to combat the haz-
ards that lead to crashes and fatalities.

Crossing the lines

Chief John R. Batiste of the Washington State Patrol 
sets an example as he stops speeders on I-5 to kick off 
the I-5 Challenge.

Georgia and Florida troopers met to encourage safe 
travel during the Labor Day holiday period through the 
Hands Across the Border event.

Georgia and Tennessee troopers conducted a safety 
event in Tennessee to promote traffic safety for the 
Georgia-Tennessee football game.

Leaders from the Washington State Patrol, California 
Highway Patrol, and the Oregon State Police announce 
the multi-agency initiative.
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Tprs. Jesse Saucier and Patrick Yount of 
the North Carolina State Highway Patrol 
were invited to the exclusive U.S. Army 
International Sniper Competition in Octo-
ber, an event where only two law enforce-
ment agencies are selected each year to 
compete at the weeklong event at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga.

Saucier and Yount are known for their 
sharpshooting skills, having placed first in 
several statewide competitions. The Army’s 
prestigious international event draws the best 
shooters from around the world, including 
the United Arab Emirates, the Danish Army, 
and the Republic of Ireland. With those 
competitors, and members of the U.S. Army 
sniper teams, Saucier and Yount had stiff 
competition, but they held their own, coming 
in 11th and excelling in several events.

For the land navigation and stalking event, 

Saucier and Yount were given a map and 
coordinates to a target. They had to make 
their way through two miles of dense woods 
and swamps to get to the location of their 
target without getting caught by roaming 
patrols. Once they located their target, the 
two troopers began the stalking phase of the 
event. They came within 175 meters of their 
intended target and were able to get off their 
shot without being observed by the squad of 
trained spotters, becoming the only team to 
successfully finish this event.

The next events included shooting targets 
from a simulated roof structure and a night 
shoot, all ranging from 250 meters to more 
than 800 meters.

The two troopers tied the Army Marks-
men Unit for first place on the night event 
and overall posted impressive results in the 
world-class competition.

North Carolina troopers rank 
internationally as snipers

i News from North carolina

Tpr. Patrick Yount, left, and Tpr. Jesse Saucier now 
rank 11th in the world as expert snipers following the 
international competition.

We celebrate the life of a New Hamp-
shire state trooper who passed away Dec. 
22 at the age of 100.

Tpr. Leslie B. Menzies joined the New 
Hampshire State Police in 1937 as a 
charter member of the original force. He 
retired in 1972.

To commemorate this milestone birth-
day, New Hampshire governor Maggie 
Hassan and members of the NHSP top 
brass paid a surprise visit to Menzies’ 

home, and the former trooper reminisced 
about the days “when policing was a 
whole lot different than it is today,” as 
he said.

Menzies began his training at the Mas-
sachusetts State Police Academy because 
New Hampshire did not have a training 
program at the time. As the last surviv-
ing charter trooper, Menzies was full of 
stories of near-death experiences, changes 
in police work, and other intriguing stories 

from the road.
Col. Robert 

Quinn, NHSP direc-
tor, credited Men-
zies, along with all 
the other division 
retirees: “We owe 
so much to Les and 
all the others. We 
wouldn’t be where 
we are without 
them.”

e News from new hampshire

Trooper heralded at 100

Members of the NHSP 
helped celebrate the 
100th birthday of Tpr. Les 
Menzies in October.

Tpr. Leslie B. Menzies
Oct. 19, 1913-Dec. 22, 2013
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New directors take lead of departments
AAST proudly introduces the new leaders of the following departments. 

We wish you the best as you take on the challenges of your new position.

Scott Hernandez, 48, was named the 
eighth chief of the Colorado State Patrol 
on July 12 and promoted to the rank of 
colonel. He was sworn in Oct. 25.

Hernandez joined the CSP in 1991 
after serving four years as a Port of 
Entry officer. He rose through the 
ranks, being named interim chief of the 

CSP in February 2013.
Hernandez specialized in accident 

reconstruction and was one of four state 
participants to serve on the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration’s Compre-
hensive Safety Analysis 2010 program. 
He was leader of the patrol’s Planning, 
Security, and Response Team during the 

2008 Democratic National Convention, 
for which he was recognized with the Cit-
izens Appreciate State Troopers Award.

Hernandez is a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy, the Northwestern 
Police Staff and Command School, 
and is also a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police 
and the Colorado Association of Chiefs 
of Police.

Hernandez

Colorado State Patrol

Ricky Adams was appointed the 26th 
chief of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, 
effective Nov. 1. 

Before graduating from the 42nd 
OHP Academy as the honor graduate in 
1986, Adams served with the Elk City 
and Edmond Police Departments.  He 
is a combat veteran, having served with 
the Oklahoma Army National Guard for 
over 35 years. He has served in many 
leadership roles and received several 
commendations. Adams has served as 

the Oklahoma assistant adjutant general, 
state land component commander, and 
the deputy commanding general at Fort 
Sill. He currently holds the rank of U.S. 
Army major general.

Adams holds a master of strategic 
studies degree from the U.S. Army War 
College and a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Central Oklahoma. 
He is a graduate of the CAPSTONE 

Program at the National Defense Uni-
versity, the Army Strategic Leadership 
Advanced courses, National Security 
Management course at Syracuse Uni-
versity, JTF Commander Course, Har-
vard University’s Black Sea Security 
Program, General and Flag Officer 
Homeland Security Executive Seminar, 
the FBI National Academy, and other 
prestigious programs.

Adams

Oklahoma Highway Patrol

by Mark Nickerson, Maine State Police, ret.

I got called to a crash one evening after 
dark, where the suspect vehicle had left the 
scene. After arriving at the scene, which was 
in front of the grocery store on Main Street, 
I observed a parked car that had extensive 
damage to the rear end. 

Witnesses gave me a description of the 
offending vehicle and told me the vehicle left 
the scene heading north just minutes before 
I arrived. I quickly took off in pursuit of the 
fleeing suspect. After getting through town, I 

came upon a vehicle matching the description stopped in the middle 
of the road with an elderly gentleman standing in front of the vehicle.

I snapped on my blue lights, got out and approached the elderly 
man. Once I made it to the front of the vehicle, I observed extensive 
damage to the front of his vehicle, with one headlight smashed and 
the other hanging by a wire but still lighting the road. It was fresh 
damage and obviously the vehicle I was looking for.

I looked at the man and asked him, “Watcha doing?”
“I’m looking for my driveway, young fella,” he told me.

“Really!? Did you know you just ran into a parked car downtown?” 
I asked him.

“You know, I wondered why my groceries fell on the floor!”
After we stopped laughing, he told me he spent too much time in 

the store and when he came out of the store, it was dark. His doctor 
told him no driving after dark as he becomes almost blind. But he 
chanced it to get home. And didn’t quite make it.

Mark Nickerson, a 28-year veteran of the Maine State Police, is an 
award-winning columnist, whose stories usually focus on the humor-
ous aspects of being a trooper.

Humor on the Highways

Send your humorous on-the-job story  (300 words max), along with your 
photo, for consideration in the Trooper Connection newsletter:

AAST 
Humor on the Highways 
1949 Raymond Diehl Rd. 

Tallahassee, FL 32308

AASTPR@aol.com

Love the elderly

Nickerson

See interesting trooper news and photos from around the country, 
and also track news within AAST.

Visit us online!     www.statetroopers.org
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Trooper Patch T-shirt
These heather gray 
and 100% cotton pre-
shrunk T-shirts feature 
all 49 highway patrol, 
state police, and state 
patrol patches on the 
back, with the AAST 
logo on the front chest. 
A must for troopers or 
collectors. Available 
in adult sizes L, XL, 
and XXL - $12 each 
and XXXL - $15 each 

5.11 Tactical Pistol Bag
A quick, convenient, and highly functional 
sidearm storage solution, the 5.11 Single 
Pistol Case provides safe and secure trans-
portation for your pistol and shooting gear. 
The case offers wrap-around zip access and 
a lay-flat design for instant access to an 
insulated pistol compartment and a series of 
heavy-duty elastic straps that hold magazines 
and accessories. Additional features on this 
compact soft pistol case include a locking 
YKK® zipper for enhanced security, rein-
forced grab-and-go handles that won’t rip or 
unravel, and external nametape for quick ID. 
Black bag with AAST logo embroidered on 
front in gold. 11" wide x 8½" tall. $25 each

Mail your completed order form to AAST 
Merchandise, 1949 Raymond Diehl Road, 
Tallahassee, FL 32308. Or call 800-765-
5456 or 850-385-7904, ext. 201, if you prefer 
to order by phone using your Visa, Master-
Card, American Express, or Discover Card.  
Checks payable to AAST.

Thanks to 5.11 for making this special gift 
avaiable to our members.

Quantity Description Size Price each Subtotal

Trooper Patch T-shirt L   XL   XXL $12

Trooper Patch T-shirt XXXL $15

5.11 Pistol Bag $25
Subtotal
Shipping FREE

Amount Due

AAST Merchandise with FREE shipping!

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________ City, State, Zip: _______________________________

Phone ______ - _______ - ___________ E-mail: __________________________________________

q Check enclosed | q Charge my credit card: q Visa  q MasterCard  q Discover  q American Express      

Amount Paid  $___________  Card # ____________________________________ Expires ___/ ____ 

Cardholder’s Signature _______________________________________________________________

please circle desired size

Mail to: AAST Merchandise
 1949 Raymond Diehl Rd.
 Tallahassee, FL 32308

by Public Info. Spec. III 
Cheryl D. Cobb, MSHP

In an Oct. 2 ceremony at the state Capitol, 
Gov. Jay Nixon awarded the Missouri Medal of 
Valor to nine public safety officers, including a 
state trooper. Each officer showed exceptional 
bravery and heroism during 2012. 

Cpl. David Crank of the Missouri State High-
way Patrol was recognized for his actions during 
a traffic stop on Interstate 55 in New Madrid 
County. Crank (a trooper at the time of the 
incident) requested back up. When Cpl. Stewart 
arrived, he and Crank approached the SUV and 
requested the passengers exit the vehicle one at a 
time. One did so.

A passenger refused to comply and immediately 
locked the door. When the passenger reached 

between the seat and center console, Crank alerted 
Stewart and drew his service weapon. The pas-
senger produced a handgun and fired a single shot, 
striking Stewart in the neck. To protect Stewart 
and himself, Crank fired repeatedly at the passen-
ger, and killed the gunman.

On a dark highway, in a perilous situation, 
Crank acted swiftly to eliminate a deadly 
threat and protect his wounded colleague. 
Stewart underwent surgery, made a full recov-
ery, and returned to duty.

The Medal of Valor is awarded annually 
to a public safety officer who has “exhibited 
exceptional courage, extraordinary decisive-
ness and presence of mind, and unusual 
swiftness of action, regardless of his or her 
own personal safety, in the attempt to save or 
protect human life.”

a News from missouri

Missouri trooper honored with Medal of Valor

Cpl. David Crank, right, accepts a Missouri Medal 
of Valor from Gov. Jay Nixon for his heroic acts to 
protect himself and a fellow trooper.

AAST celebrates

25 years
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New York State Police Superintendent Joseph A. D’Amico, left, Tpr. 
Joseph Bleichner, and Col. Patricia M. Groeber, stand with K-9 Blair 

at the Dec. 17 Canine Handler 
Basic School graduation. Blair 
was named after Tpr. Garland 
Blair, who was killed in the line 
of duty in 1931.

The current strength of the 
NYSP Canine Unit is 77 teams. 
All canines that are part of 
the Division Canine Unit are 
donated through the generosity 
of breeders, private individuals, 
and humane societies. Canines 
are put through extensive test-
ing and evaluation prior to 
assignment in the Canine Basic 
Handler’s School and are named 
after members killed in the line 
of duty.

Retired New York trooper Charlie Read recently wrote his second 
book, Maximum Security-Defusing the Threat. Read’s books are 
available at Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, Booklocker.com, and 
your favorite bookseller.

h News from new york

K-9s join state police Trooper pens 
second book

AAST names scholarship recipients Awards exceed $2.4 million

AAST Foundation officials approved 147 scholarships total-
ing $106,500 to be awarded to AAST members’ children for the 
2013-14 term.

Of those, 83 were first-time recipients of an AAST scholar-
ship, while 44 were awarded a $1,000 scholarship for main-
taining a minimum 3.5 grade point average during the first 
scholarship period. A third AAST scholarship of $1,000 was 
awarded to 20 students who maintained a minimum 3.8 GPA 
during the second scholarship period. AAST has awarded over 

$2.4 million in scholarships to 3,301 students since the pro-
gram’s inception in 1990.

Scholarship applications are processed each year by the AAST 
Foundation to determine applicant eligibility. Scholarships are to 
be used at approved post-secondary institutions for the 2013-14 
term. For additional information about the AAST scholarship pro-
gram, visit www.statetroopers.org.

AAST salutes the members’ children listed below who have dis-
played scholastic excellence. 

Alabama
Logan Balandrin***
Hannah Campbell
Audrey Coachman**
James Dean
Jon Dean***
Justin Peak**

Arkansas
Nicholas Coleman
Madison Foster

Arizona 
Krystin Simpson
Raider Simpson

California
Rebekah Filippini
Kyana Iwai
Kristine Mezzano
Carly Xepoleas
Ryan Xepoleas

Connecticut
Katie Bednarz
Carley Brereton
Jordan Brereton
Mario Caruso III**
Casey Foley**
Kristen Garbedian**
Allison Loiselle

Melissa Meraviglia**
Shane Olsen***

Florida
Richard Blanco, Jr.
Taylor Culhane
Kaylan Davis
Hunter  Dillashaw
Elizabeth Hudson
Sam Lydon
Heather  McDonald***
Tiffany McDonald
Haylee Powell
Rachel Salter
Christopher Sheehan
Chelsea Stacy**
Hal Weaver
Steven Williams, Jr.**

Georgia 
Melanie Badding***
Kathryn Godby**

Iowa
Joseph Leinen**
Breanna Scott**
Demi Yeager**

Idaho
Courtney Haight
Ryan Summers**

Illinois 
John Tolliver**

Indiana 
Jamie Faust**
Tyler Gress
Michael Hole**
Matthew Hurley**
Traci Miller**
Emily Weber

Kentucky
Laurel Everett**
Hannah Payton

Louisiana 
Brittany Farris

Massachusetts 
William McNamara IV**

Minnesota 
Parker Bluhm
Chelsea Lautigar

Missouri
Brooke Bernhardt
Jacob McPike

Mississippi
Sarah Henderson**

Nebraska
Elizabeth Price

New Hampshire
Brianna Bowen

New Mexico
Alexis O’Leary
Nevada Colton Coss
Brian Hagedorn***
Kylee Koch

New York
Lee Bauter
Jamie Brown
Christopher Campbell
Alexandra Cardinal
Logan Corey**
Joanna Diaz
Jennifer Dombroski**
Maddison Dorward**
Jared Flagler**
Garrett Hendershott
Christopher Hennessy***
Quinn Hennessy
Kevin Howard***
Kelly McDarby**
Jansen Mercado
Jeffrey Olson**
Meaghan Pinker

Marissa Ramos
Olivia  Ramos**
Amanda Raub**
David Rougeux**
Mackenzie Smith***
Thomas Stebbins
Nicole Thompson**
Sarah Thompson

Oklahoma
Corbin Walters

Oregon 
Tyler Cochell**
Eric Johnson
Adam Madison
Anna Markee***
Alix Melton***
Peter Meyr
Hannah Olson
Grant Pearson

Pennsylvania
Abigail Brown***
Monica Cameron
Miranda Carrasquillo
Chad  Diggan
Lauren Downs
Shane Dressler
Alexandria Gustaitis**

Brendon Ignatz***
Christopher Ignatz***
Angela Ravotti**
Kevin Simpson
Taylor Thomas**
Allison  Witmer
Alexis Young

South Carolina
Stephanie Brock**
Darryl Kelly, Jr.

Tennessee
Melissa Caudle
Morgan Massengill**

Texas 
Zita Berry
Mycah Druesedow***
Rachel Houghton
Taylor Kelm***
Megan Matthews**
Annie McMurray**
Preston Pickett
Clarissa Schwab
Anne Taylor
Erica Thompson
Austin Tucker
Jeremy Williams

Virginia
Justin Lewis
Morgan Lewis**
Kristopher Musser**
Kassidy Phelps
Jessica Worsham

Vermont 
Kaylie-Ann Flannigan**

Washington
Emily  Alexander
Katie Rupke**
Elizabeth Spangler

West Virginia
Derrick Bramer**
Haley Cahill***
Allison Helmick***
Natalie Jones**
Jenny Long***
Makenzie Long**
Matthew Sloan**

** Second-time 
scholarship 
recipient

*** Third-time 
scholarship 
recipient
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At 6’1” North Carolina state trooper Heather W. 
Jacobson, left, towers over Massachusetts state 
trooper Allyson Powell. Both played in the fund-
raiser tournament.

Troopers go to bat for charity in eastern tourney
The Delaware State Police claimed the 

win in the 12th Annual East Coast Women’s 
State Police Softball Tournament, hosted by 
the North Carolina State Highway Patrol 
in September.

The annual charity tournament originated 
in Connecticut in 2002 with only a few 

east coast states participating. The event 
has grown to include female troopers from 
Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, New York, North Car-
olina, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Delaware 
beat Pennsylvania in the championship game 
to claim the championship. The host state 
selects the charities that will benefit from the 
proceeds, with this tournament’s being the 
North Carolina Troopers Association Cais-
son Unit and Victory Junction.

“Our state’s troopers are dedicated to 
serving others, and the Caisson Unit is no 
different,” said North Carolina Gov. Pat 
McCrory, who threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch. “In fact, it’s one of the most 
noble and compassionate arms of North 
Carolina law enforcement.”

The Caisson Unit is a horse-drawn mili-
tary wagon that transports funeral caskets 

in North Carolina and 
neighboring states 
and operates only by 
contributions. Vic-
tory Junction is a 
camp serving chil-
dren with chronic 
medical conditions or 
serious illnesses.

The ladies of Team Dela-
ware State Police claimed 
the championship.

A member of the Delaware State Police tracks down 
a ball.

Paying tribute for the ultimate sacrifice
AAST pays tribute to the troopers who were recently killed in the line of duty.

We honor those who have given their lives in service to their departments and their community.
AAST was proud to make a donation from its Brotherhood Assistance fund to these surviving families.

Tpr. David W. Cunniff, 
35, of the New York State 
Police died Dec. 17, fol-
lowing a motor vehicle 
accident that occurred the 
night before. 

Shortly after 8 p.m. on 
December 16, Cunniff was 

conducting a traffic stop on I-90 in Amster-
dam when he was struck by a tractor-trailer 
that drove off the roadway for an unknown 
reason, striking the two vehicles at the traf-
fic stop.

Cunniff was in his patrol car at the time 
with emergency lights activated. The impact 
forced his patrol car off the shoulder, par-

tially ejecting him from the vehicle. Cunniff 
was airlifted to a local hospital where he 
succumbed to his injuries the next afternoon.

A nine-year veteran of the NYSP, Cunniff 
was assigned to Troop T. He is survived by 
his wife and two sons, ages 6 and 4.

Cunniff

New York

Tpr. Ross M. Riley, 44, of the NYSP died 
Nov. 20 following a fall during training drills 
at Letchworth State Park in Wyoming County.

During high angle rescue training, 
Riley, a member of the Special Operations 

Response Team, fell from a ledge approxi-
mately 30 feet into Wolf Creek. He was 
transported to a local hospital, where he 
succumbed to his injuries.

A 17-year veteran of the NYSP, he 

is survived by his wife, 
NYSP Station Com-
mander Heidi Riley, and 
their three daughters, 
ages 10, 8, and 3.

Riley
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Sgt. Greg Xepoleas, center, proudly stands with his children 
who both received scholarships from the AAST Foundation: 
Carly and Ryan.

Dear AAST Foundation:
On behalf of my wife and children, I want to extend our thanks and sincere 

appreciation for the scholarships that were awarded to our kids.
Ryan is a junior with a declared major in criminal justice/criminology/international 

affairs and plays baseball for George Washington University in D.C. Carly is a fresh-
man with a declared major in graphics design and plays softball for Azusa Pacific 
University in southern California. As student-athletes, both received academic/athletic 
scholarships, which did not cover the full cost of tuition and other related expenses.

When AAST awarded both of our children with scholarships, it was received 
as a sincere gesture of recognition and acknowledgement for their academic and 
community service achievements. The money was used to purchase books, com-
puter programs, and other school supplies.

In the very near future, we’ll be sending a donation toward your 2014 annual schol-
arship campaign. Please note, from personal experience, the AAST scholarship is an 
extremely important and valuable program that is extremely appreciated and needed!
 
Safe travels,
Sgt. Greg Xepoleas
California Highway Patrol

Name: _____________________________________________________________________Phone ________ - _________ - ____________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q Check enclosed      q Charge my credit card: q Visa  q MasterCard  q Discover  q American Express      

Amount Paid  $___________  Card # _______________________________________  Expires ____/____ 

Cardholder’s Signature _________________________________________

Join the Colonel’s Club Receive limited release AAST Foundation Colonel’s Club Challenge Coin
The AAST Foundation invites you to join the Colonel’s Club.
The Colonel’s Club has been created specifically to help 

troopers in emergency financial need. Troopers who are not 
members of AAST will be eligible to receive financial assis-
tance through the Emergency Relief Fund.

A $35 donation will help provide troopers with much 

needed relief. The Founding Member challenge coin is our 
gift to you for being one of the first to recognize the impor-
tance of this fund.

Mail your completed form today: AAST Colonel’s Club, 
1949 Raymond Diehl Rd., Tallahassee, FL 32308. Make 
checks payable to AAST Foundation.

q Yes, I want to be a Founding Member of the Colonel’s Club! Please send my limited release Challenge Coin.

American Association 
of State Troopers 
Foundation, Inc.

Make an impact.

www.statetroopers.org/foundation

AAST Foundation News

Make checks payable 
to AAST Foundation.
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This AMC Javelin, purchased in the early 1970s, is on display at 
Alabama DPS headquarters in Montgomery. The Alabama Highway 

Patrol was the nation’s first police organization 
to use pony cars as patrol cars when it purchased 

132 Javelins for its fleet in 1971-72. Soon, other police 
organizations followed, purchasing Cameros, 

Mustangs, and Chargers for patrol use.

First of its kind
A Kansas Highway Patrol trooper 
dresses the part to match the 
Patrol’s 1937 Plymouth patrol 
car, which was restored earlier 
in 2013. The car made its debut 
in the Topeka, Kan., Veterans Day 

parade in November.

Relics from the Road
Restoring history


